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Dear (station) listener:

The year in review is often shaped by a single event in the news that overshadows all the others. That was not the case this year, when big events drew our focus one after another or in some cases simultaneously. Consider these examples:      

The hurricanes that devastated the Gulf Coast of the United States were soon followed by the Pakistan–India earthquake and preceded by the massive tsunamis that struck 12 countries along the coast of the Indian Ocean just days before the year began.

The United States and other nations reached an agreement with North Korea that would end that country’s nuclear program

John Roberts became the Chief Justice of the United States and Harrriet Miers   withdrew under pressure as President Bush’s nominee for the role of Associate Justice.

Insurgent attacks escalated in Iraq as support for the war declined in the United States and other countries.

These events have far-reaching consequences. Understanding and fully appreciating their implications requires thorough coverage over time. You count on (Station) and NPR news to bring you reliable reporting and analysis every day. We can, and we do, thanks to the generous support of our contributing listeners.

I am writing to thank you for your support of (station) and to ask you to consider sending an additional gift before the end of the year.  Listener support keeps (station) on the air, which is why your additional support is important today.     

Consider how often you listen to (station).  An hour with Morning Edition and another with All Things Considered every weekday adds up to more than 500 hours of your time this year—not including weekends. 

Consider why you choose (station). NPR news reporters ask questions and seek answers that reveal more substantive information than you often find elsewhere and that adds breadth and depth to your understanding of the world 

I hope you will agree that (station) has played an important role in your life this year and is therefore worthy of your additional support today.

Listener support makes NPR news on (station) possible. This year we’re sending NPR ____ dollars to bring you Morning Edition, All Things Considered and the other NPR news programs you value. That’s ____ dollars for every hour of NPR news we bring you.  

Our contributing listeners provide the biggest and most reliable share of our funding -- ____ percent of it this year.

While we can’t predict what the big news events of 2005 or other developments will require of us in 2006, we do know that we will continue to bring you the reliable coverage you count on and that your additional gift today will make it possible.

To send us your contribution, please complete the enclosed form and return it with your payment or you can contribute online at (web site). 

Thank you in advance for your generous support.

Cordially,

Station Manager
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Dear (station) listener:

The end of the year is a time for family, friends and neighbors. It’s a time to reflect on the events of the past year and their significance and a time to plan for the year ahead.

For public radio listeners the end of the year is also a time to consider the state of the world you live in because leading a fulfilling life means thinking about the people beyond your own neighborhood as well as within it.

Throughout this year you’ve relied on public radio on (station) and NPR news to keep you connected to the world with stories that satisfy your curiosity and broaden and deepen your understanding.

Consider how (station) has helped you to learn about these important events from the past year:

· Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Wilma and their consequences

· The Pakistan-India earthquake and its consequences

· John Roberts’ appointment as Chief Justice of the United States

· The agreement to end North Korea’s nuclear program

· The Israeli withdrawal from Gaza

These events have far-reaching consequences. Understanding and fully appreciating them requires coverage that is as thoughtful as it is thorough.

You count on (station) because we bring you coverage that reflects your values -- honesty, fairness, open-mindedness and independent thinking.

Your values are also public radio’s values. Your additional contribution today will keep public radio values on the air. 
Listener support makes up the largest and most reliable share of (station’s) funding -- ___ percent of it, and that’s why we’re asking for your additional contribution today.

Please consider sending (station) an additional contribution before the end of the year.  Your gift will ensure that (station) can continue to be an independent voice on the media landscape.

While we can’t predict the major events that will shape the next year, we do know that we will bring them to you with coverage that continues to reflect your interests and values and that your additional contribution today will make it possible.

To send us your contribution, please complete the enclosed form and return it with your payment.  Or you can contribute online at (web site). 

Thank you in advance for your generous support.

Cordially,

Station Manager

